1. 'used to' (as in “He used to smoke”)

Basic Meaning/Use

Meaning: A past action that happened regularly or all the time in the past but does not happen now. A situation that was true in the past but is not anymore.

Use: We use this form when talking about past actions or situations that happened regularly over a period of time in the past but don't happen anymore.

Illustrative Presentation Context

Jack lived in London. He hated it. He hated the cold and damp weather in London. He decided to move to California. Now, he lives in Los Angeles. He loves living there.

Marker Sentence

Jack used to live in London.

Pronunciation Features

The stress falls on Jack, live, London

The word 'used' begins with a long /ju:/ sound. 'Used' is linked to the word 'to'. In speech, 'used to' is pronounced as /ju:st  tə/
Concept Checking

Did he Jack live in London? Yes

Does he live in London now? No

Does he live in Los Angeles now? Yes

Grammar Form/Pattern

Jack      + used + to live 

Subject + used + infinitive/basic form of verb
2. “get over” as in to “get over a wall” and “get over a relationship/illness” (cover both meanings)


Basic Meaning/Use

Meaning: 

1. To cross something in the way

2. To feel better after something bad has happened

Use:

1. “Get over” is used to describe the action of crossing something that is blocking the way by climbing   it  and going to the other side. Usually, one needs to work hard to cross it.
2.  “Get over” is also used when someone feels better after something bad happens. 

Illustrative Presentation Context

1. When I was a kid, my neighbor had many fruit trees in his garden. He had a big wall all around his garden. My brother and I loved stealing apples from his garden. Once, the neighbor found us stealing his apples. He shouted  and came running. He had a stick in his hand. He was going to beat us. My brother and I ran to the wall, climbed it and ran away.


2. Ross and Rachel had been together for more than two years. Their relationship was not going well. They fought a lot. Finally, Rachel decided to leave Ross. She met another guy and started dating him. 

Ross still misses Rachel. He keeps her photograph in his pocket. Every morning and night, he kisses the photograph. He calls Rachel everyday. She does not like talking to him. I met Ross yesterday. I told him to forget Rachel and stop calling her.

3.  I was very ill last month. I had a high fever and felt very cold. The doctor said it was swine flu. I was very scared. I had to take a lot of medicines. I was ill for almost a month. Now, I am well again.

Marker Sentence

1. We got over the wall.

2. He should get over his relationship.

3. I got over the flu.

Pronunciation Features

1. We got over the wall.

The stress falls on we, got, over, wall

2. He should get over his relationship.

The stress falls on should, get, over, relationship

3. I got over the flu.

The stress falls on got, over, flu

In its present tense form, 'get over' is pronounced as /get ovэr/ in American English. The past tense form, 'got over', is pronounced as /gat ovэr/.
Concept checking questions

1. Did we have to run away from the neighbor? Yes

Was there something in our way? Yes
Did we have to climb the wall to cross it? Yes

2. Does Ross still love Rachel? Yes
Should he call Rachel everyday? No
Does Rachel like it? No


3. When did I get sick? Last month
Am I still sick? No
Did I get better? Yes
Grammar Form/Pattern

Subject + get + over + object.

Past Tense:

Subject + got + over + object.

3. “Would you mind” as in  “Would you mind opening the door?”


Basic Meaning/Use


Meaning: Will you please

Use: A commonly used polite way of making a request, mostly used in formal language. Though it is used in a question form, the phrase is just another way of requesting something.

Illustrative Presentation Context

Sunil was a student at St. Giles. One day, his phone rang when he was in class. He answered his phone. It was his mother calling from India. She could not hear him clearly. He had to talk louder. The other students were looking at him. They could not work because he was talking so loudly. The teacher asked him to go outside the classroom to talk.

Marker Sentence

Would you mind going outside?

Pronunciation Features

The stress falls on 'would', 'mind', 'going', 'outside'.

It is important not to emphasize any of the words – 'would', 'you', 'mind' – when requesting something because that can change the meaning of the sentence completely. Emphasizing any of these words can make one sound annoyed and rude.

Concept Checking

Should Sunil talk in class? No

Did Sunil go out of the class? No

Did the students want him to go outside? Yes

Did the teacher request him to go outside? Yes

Was the teacher polite? Yes

Grammar Form/Pattern

Would + you + mind + verb (present particple) 

4. To “get”/”have” something done (as in “She got /had her car repaired.”)


Basic Meaning/Use

Meaning: To arrange for something to be done by someone else.

Use: We use this form when talking about something that somebody else has done for us.

Illustrative Presentation Context

Zara lives in San Francisco. She is a very busy lawyer. One day, she found water dripping from the roof. Soon, there was water all over the floor. She called the plumber and told him to fix it. The plumber found the leak and repaired it. Now, there is no leak.

Marker Sentence

She got/had her roof repaired. 

Pronunciation Features

The stress falls on 'got'/'had', 'roof' and 'repaired'. 

When we use 'get' in either the present or past tense, 

When we use 'got her' or 'had her' in speech, the second word is linked to the first. While speaking, we don't usually pronounce the first letter of the second word, in this case, /her/ becomes  /ər/. So, the phrase is pronounced as /hæd/ /ər/.

Similarly, 'got her/his' will be pronounced as /gɑt/ /ər/ or /gɑt/ /ɪz/.

Concept checking

Could Zara repair the roof herself? No

Did she have to call someone to repair the roof? Yes

Did the plumber fix the roof for her? Yes

Does the roof still leak? No

Grammar Form/Pattern

Subject + got/had + possessive adjective + object + past participle.

